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April 1, 2021 

 

To: All friends of your Senior Center in Nevada                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Dear (     ), 

Greetings from your Senior Center! We all have had a long, trying winter made more challenging by 

the isolation of the COVID-19 Pandemic; however, we hope that you are looking forward to sunshine, 

warmer temperatures, and brighter days., 

We at the Neal Center certainly look forward to the spring and all the good that it will bring. We 

want to update you about the services your past generosity has made possible and how you can help 

today to make a difference for seniors. 

First, we have continued to distribute nutritious meals to older adults throughout Vernon County. 

We provide hot meals when we can and frozen meals that can be easily heated for the rest of the 

week. The recipients are extremely grateful to be able to receive meals. For many, these meals are 

the only balanced nutrition they receive; for most, the meals are a key to their independence.  

But the impact you make possible at your local senior center goes so much further than providing 

meals.  You’re touching many aspects of older adults’ lives through the Neal Center, even for people 

who don’t rely on our meal program.  

Care Manager Artricia Lowry helps Vernon County clients in many ways: finding help for in-

home services; helping with rent or property tax rebates; aiding them with Medicaid and 

Medicare issues, and more.  One such client is Dan Keller. Artricia helped Dan enroll in 

Medicare and worked with him to understand his options.  Dan says that he is grateful for 

Artricia’s skills and the time she has spent with him.  While blind, Dan understands the benefits of 

serving others.  He volunteers at the Bushwacker Museum and the Griffons baseball team and plays 

the piano at the Neal Center during lunch when the dining room is open.    

You may not have heard yet that we are helping older adults gain access to the COVID-19 vaccines, 

which we believe will be important to reopening the center for in-person business. State and county 

health officials realized in February that older adults were having difficulty locating vaccine clinics; 

that’s why they turned to agencies like Care Connection and our senior center to guide seniors 

through the registration process.  We are thrilled to help in this way. 



 
 

Our staff and volunteers are also 

providing tax assistance to older adults so 

that they can receive the Missouri Property 

Tax Credit (aka the Circuit Breaker) and 

promptly file their federal and state income 

tax returns (in some counties). Last fiscal 

year, these services resulted in the return of 

more than $966,000 to the 13 counties in our 

agency. At a time when seniors’ budgets are 

tighter than ever, this service is especially 

vital. If you have not filed for these tax 

benefits yet, I encourage you to reach out for 

our assistance. We would love to help you. 

All the while, we eagerly await the day when we can safely open the Neal Center dining room 

and offer in-person activities once again. Until then, your senior center depends on folks like you 

who are willing to give to continue to provide essential services to people 60 and older. 

Would you consider making a gift of $50, $100 or $250 to help the center provide meals and 

other essential services to the older adults in our community? Your gift in any amount, great or small, 

will help and 100% stays local with our center. We encourage you to consider a recurring monthly 

donation using our website, goaging.org/donate (select our center from the drop-down menu). If you 

prefer to send a check, we have made it easy for you to use the enclosed return envelope. 

 Thank you in advance for your friendship and support of seniors in our community. 

Sincerely, 

 

Mike Parson  

P.S. With taxes on our minds helping seniors get their tax credits and refunds, I want to remind you 

to take advantage of the up-to-$300 universal tax deduction authorized in the first CARES Act for 

gifts you made to our center and other charitable causes in 2020.  

P.P.S. The second CARES Act extended this deduction for 2021 and doubled it for married people 

filing jointly. This might be a great time to consider an automatic gift of $10, $25, or $50 per month 

to our senior center! After all, we serve seniors every single month of the year. Will you help? 


